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Welcome to HLF2018. Our theme is ‘Time’ and our special 
guest is Sir Patrick Stewart OBE. The multi-award-winning 
stage, TV and film actor will be returning to his home town 
for an In Conversation at Huddersfield Town Hall and we 
couldn’t be more excited to present this exclusive event!

It’s book o’clock.. Don’t be late

2 March	 7.30pm	 Templar Nights
3 March	 9.15am	 Holmfirth Writers Group Poetry Day
	 10am	 Stafflex Free Family Day
6 March	 7.30pm	 Spoken Word at the Sair
6 & 7 March	 7.30pm	 Mr Darcy Loses the Plot
7-17 March	 various	 Sensory Display, Special Autism Services 

8 March	 10.30am	 Diane Allen
	 12 noon	 Prof Jessica Malay on Lady Anne Clifford
	 7pm	 Ms Shakespeare Through Time
	 8pm	 Albert Poets
9 March	 1.45pm	 FILM: Midnight in Paris
	 4.30pm	 FICTION AT FOUR-THIRTY: Sarah Hussain 
	 6.15pm	 Cocktails at Café Ollo with Marty Jopson
10 March	 11am	 WORKSHOP: Dance/Write 	
	 Afternoon	HLF at HTAFC: Children’s event at PPG Canalside
	 2pm	 WORKSHOP: Children’s Sculpture Workshop
	 2pm	 WORKSHOP: Dialogue with Mark Illis
	 2pm	 WORKSHOP: Street poetry with Simon Widdop
	 5.30pm	 Annapurna Indian Dance, Soldiers of the Empire
	 8pm	 Poetry Slam
11 March	 11.30am	 FILM: Hugo
	 2.30pm	 Memories of Childhood Reading	
13 March	 1pm	 Glint Open Day
	 3.30pm	 Susan Dunne In Conversation with Heidi Dawson
	 7.30pm	 Jeremy Vine
14 March	 4pm	 WORKSHOP: Bibliotherapy with Julie Walker 
	 7pm	 Polari Up North 
15 March	 5.30pm	 LAUNCH: Grist Competition
	 6.30pm	 OPEN EVENING: Ashley Jackson Gallery
	 6.45pm	 LAUNCH: Steve Ely
	 7.15pm	 LAUNCH: Michael Stewart
	 8pm	 Open Mic Night
16 March	 7.30pm	 Sir Patrick Stewart in Conversation with Nick Ahad
17 March	 12.30pm	 Dine with Crime: Linda Green, Liz Mistry & Cath Staincliffe
	 2pm	 WORKSHOP: Creating suspense with Liz Mistry 
	 2pm	 WORKSHOP: Voice-driven fiction with Clare Fisher 
	 4pm	 Fables & Fiction Cosplay Ball
	 5pm	 Helen Pankhurst In Conversation with Joanne Harris
	 7pm	 Joanne Harris In Conversation with David Barnett
	 9pm	 10x10 Poetry Cabaret
18 March	 3pm	 Literary Afternoon Tea
	 5pm	 Simon Armitage, book launch and reading
	 7pm	 Wrap party, DJ sets from Simon Armitage & Stuart Maconie

Please note where no AGE GUIDANCE is given, 
U16s should be accompanied by an adult.
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As part of our commitment to accessibility, there are many free 
and low-cost events and some subtitled events – look out for the 
STAGETEXT logo. We have also commissioned DISABLEDGO to 
produce Access Guides to key venues; visit www.huddlitfest.org.uk 
for details.

In 2017, we were thrilled to win an Examiner Community Award for 
the Arts, and to be nominated for a prestigious Welcome to Yorkshire 
White Rose Award. None of this would be possible without the energy and 
enthusiasm of the HLF team and our fantastic volunteers.

You can now book tickets directly through our brand new website or in person 
at Waterstones, Kingsgate Centre. Don’t forget to sign up to our mailing list and 
follow us on social media, so you don’t miss out on any updates. We look forward 
to seeing you at this year’s Festival.

Festival Director
Michelle Hodgson

WELCOME

PRE-FESTIVAL EVENTS

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

WELCOME

Once upon a time in Huddersfield…

#HLF2018

Poem in the footer by Rose Condo: for full poem visit www.huddlitfest.org.uk

7 March	 6pm	 FESTIVAL LAUNCH Ted Hughes Exhibition & Owen O’Neill
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A family day of FREE activities brought to you by...

10am		  DOORS OPEN
10.30am-11.15am	 SALMA ZAMAN: Bollywood dance and storytelling
11.30am-12.15pm	 MICHAELMAS TWIST: Merriment, magic & balloon modelling 
2pm-3.30pm          FILM: Charlotte’s Web (Paramount Pictures, 2006, Cert U)

SATURDAY 3 MARCH  
10am-3.30pm, FREE
North Huddersfield Trust School, 
Woodhouse Hall Road HD2 1DJ
No booking required

Templar Nights
FRIDAY 2 MARCH
7.30pm, £3 (£1.50) 
Mechanics Hall, 
Peel Street, Marsden 
HD7 6BW

Marsden the Poetry Village and 
Friends of Marsden Library host 
this very special poetry celebration 
featuring four award-winning poets 
published by the innovative Templar 
Poetry. The evening, hosted by 
Marsden poet, David Coldwell, will 
feature readings by Tom Weir, Ian 
Harker, Mike Farren and Jo Haslam. 
Refreshments and book signings.

Holmfirth Writers Group 
Poetry Day 
SATURDAY 3 MARCH
9.15am-2.45pm, FREE 
Room HGW/06, Harold Wilson 
Building, University of Huddersfield, 
Queensgate HD1 3DH 
Age guidance: 16+

A full day of poetry. For more 
information, contact: Chris Huck 
on 07968 095164.

Get creative with cardboard with The Children’s Art School and 
turn yourself into your favourite Charlotte’s Web character! 
Hands-on make and take for children of all ages. 
Because Art teaches children they can change 
their world.

PRE-FESTIVAL EVENTS

Mr Darcy Loses the Plot 
TUESDAY 6 & WEDNESDAY 7 MARCH 
7.30pm, £15-£10/ Under 26s £8 / 
Kirklees Passport holders £3 off 
Main Stage, Lawrence Batley Theatre, 
Queen Street HD1 2SP

PLEASE NOTE: ticket sales for this 
event are through the LBT box office: 
www.thelbt.org; 01484 430 528.

Jane Austen is dreaming 
up Darcy, a proud, 
handsome creation 
in very tight pants. 
But then a visitor 
approaches and Jane 
hastily hides her work. 
Left to his own 
devices Mr Darcy 
embroiders his 
own storyline.

Spoken Word at the Sair  
TUESDAY 6 MARCH
7.30pm, FREE  
The Sair Inn, 139 Lane Top, Linthwaite 
HD7 5SG Age guidance: 16+

Guest performers: Harry Gallagher, 
Carol Irving and Felix Owusu-Kwarteng, 
plus “Open Floor”.

FREE 

EVENT

Stafflex Free Family Day 

Plus refreshments, stalls, and free face painting, games and activities, including:

What if all the clocks stopped... And our only measure of time

Children’s Books Sensory 
Display	
WEDNESDAY 7 TO SATURDAY 
17 MARCH	
Mon-Sat (see library for opening hours) 
FREE 
Huddersfield Library, Princess 
Alexandra Walk HD1 2SU

Celebrating classic children’s books, 
this sensory display is for children and 
adults who enjoy short stories about 
different emotions in different social 
situations. Produced at workshops in 
Social Skills, Confidence Building and 
Art run by not-for-profit organisation 
Special Autism Services. 

Part of our Events 
Around Autism strand

FREE 

EVENT
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Ted Hughes exhibition & Owen O’Neill
WEDNESDAY 7 MARCH
6pm doors, 6.30pm performance (to approx. 8pm), 
FREE (booking essential) 
Heritage Quay, University of Huddersfield, Queensgate HD1 3DH

Join us for the Festival launch, be among the first to view a new Ted Hughes 
exhibition and enjoy a performance from the multi-award-winning poet, actor 
and comedian Owen O’Neill.

Ted Hughes: You Are Who You Choose to Be
The exhibition, which runs to 1 July, commemorates the life, work and legacy of 
Yorkshire’s finest poet, on the 20th anniversary of his death. Some of Hughes’s 
papers and personal effects will be on display, borrowed from the private 
collections of local people who knew Ted Hughes personally, as well as rare 
prints and first editions from the University of Huddersfield’s archives. 

Curated by final year English Literature students from the University in 
partnership with the Elmet Trust (www.theelmettrust.org), this is a unique 
chance to catch a glimpse of Ted Hughes that has never been shown to the 
public before.

Owen O’Neill – Red Noise Age guidance: 16+
Owen O’Neill has toured the world with his one-man shows, accumulating a 
string of awards including three Fringe Firsts at the Edinburgh Fringe, the 
Edinburgh Critics Award for best comedy, the Angel Award for best one-man 
show, the Time Out Comedy Award, Best Actor at the 2010 Ist Irish Theatre Festival 
in New York City and Best Short Film Award at the Boston Film Festival 2008. 

RED NOISE is a hybrid of theatrical monologue and poetry and O’Neill blends 
them to perfection. All his poems are highly personal each one has 

its own story, sometimes heartfelt sometimes hilarious. 
True stories from his life include:
• Being brought up in a family of 16 siblings and 

    having to queue for breakfast
• Being struck by lightning at nine years old and being       	

	told he had the cure for cancer
• Being interrogated by an IRA man with a stammer 

(the longest two hours of his life)
• How his feature film debut with Liam Neeson 
went horribly wrong

Garden Gate Arts presents… 
Ms Shakespeare Though Time 
THURSDAY 8 MARCH	
7pm-10pm, FREE 
The Taproom, Magic Rock Brewing, Willow Park Business Centre, 
Willow Lane HD1 5EB

Stories inspired by women from Yorkshire’s past, 
reimagined by local writers in celebration of 
International Women’s Day 2018.

In 2017 the Ms Shakespeare Project launched a 
competition inviting local writers to submit a sample of 
their work. Three women have been chosen to create 
a 2,000-word monologue based on the narratives of 
working women in the region, which they 
will perform at this special event.

FESTIVAL LAUNCH

Diane Allen 
THURSDAY 8 MARCH	
10.30am-12 noon, 
FREE (booking required) 
Kirkburton Library, 
Turnshaws Road 
HD8 0RT

A talk by the celebrated writer of 
Yorkshire-set historical family sagas, 
and an Honorary Vice President of 
the Romantic Novelists’ Association. 
Brought up on her family’s farm 
in the Yorkshire Dales, Diane Allen 
worked as a glass engraver before 
joining a large print publishing firm 
in 1990. Her novels, which include 
The Mistress of Windfell Manor 
and her latest The Windfell Family 
Secrets, combine page-turning 
storytelling with 
fascinating detail 
of life in God’s Own 
Country in the 1800s.

Was where the moon or the sun... Sat in the sky

Prof Jessica Malay on Lady 
Anne Clifford
THURSDAY 8 MARCH		   
12 noon-1pm FREE (booking required) 
Heritage Quay, University of 
Huddersfield, Queensgate HD1 3DH

“Queen of the 
North” the Lady 
Anne Clifford 
lived through 
the reigns of four 
monarchs and her 
autobiographies 
illuminate 17th-
century life. In a 
fascinating talk 
based on her 
updated book, Prof 
Jessica Malay examines 
the life of this strong 
and troublesome 
Yorkshire lady.

Sponsored by

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
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FILM: Midnight in Paris
FRIDAY 9 MARCH
1.30pm for 1.45pm screening (90 mins), £3 (£1.50 conc) 
(Warner Bros, 2011, Cert 12A)  
Huddersfield Art Gallery, Princess Alexandra Walk HD1 2SU

Dolly Shot Pop-Up Picture House presents Woody Allen’s 
Oscar-winning film about a screenwriter and aspiring 
novelist (Owen Wilson) who visits Paris with his fiancée 
(Rachel McAdams) and finds himself travelling back in 
time to meet writers and artists from the golden age of 
the 1920s.

This film will have subtitling to give deaf, deafened or hard 
of hearing audiences access to the event.

Fiction At Four-Thirty: Sarah Hussain
FRIDAY 9 MARCH
4.30pm-5.30pm, £5 (includes coffee/tea & cake) 
Café Ollo, Media Centre, 7 Northumberland Street HD1 1RL

Huddersfield author and educator Sarah Hussain talks 
about her latest work, Sit Up, Stand Up, Speak Up: An 
Emotional Short Story Collection. We all have a set of 
beliefs and values, influenced by the society we grow 
up in. This collection of fictional stories invites you to 
explore your ideas and challenge your mind. 

Albert Poets 
THURSDAY 8 MARCH
8pm, FREE 
The Albert pub, 36 Victoria 
Lane HD1 2QF
Age guidance: 16+

Carola Luther, Peter Riley, 
Phil Foster and Mike Haslam 
to perform.

Cocktails at Café Ollo, with Marty Jopson
FRIDAY 9 MARCH
Doors 6.15pm, Talk 7pm, £5 (ticket includes one free 
cocktail and complimentary canapés) 
Café Ollo, The Media Centre, 7 Northumberland 
Street HD1 1RL

Celebrate the close of the week with 
cocktails (alcoholic or virgin; first cocktail 
free) and complimentary canapés at  
Café Ollo.

Followed by an entertaining and 
enlightening talk by Marty Jopson, 
resident science reporter on 
the BBC’s The One Show.

Are artificial sweeteners 
really bad for you? Why do 
some people hate sprouts? 
What makes someone 
a chocoholic? In his latest 
book: The Science of Food: An 
Exploration of What We Eat and 
How We Cook, Marty Jopson looks 
at 21st-century kitchens, from what 
we cook to the gadgets we use.

Accessibility at HLF
We are committed to improving 
accessibility to our events.

STAGETEXT – look out for this logo for events 
that have live subtitling to give deaf, deafened 
or hard of hearing audiences access to 
the event.

DISABLEDGO – we have commissioned 
detailed Access Guides to our key venues; 
these can be found at: www.disabledgo.
com/organisations/huddersfield-literature-
festival
Free large print/Braille brochures – contact 
info@huddlitfest.org.uk or call 01484 951108.

Sponsored by
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WORKSHOP: Dance/Write 
SATURDAY 10 MARCH
11am-1pm, £3 (£1.50) 
St Paul’s Hall, University of 
Huddersfield, Queensgate HD1 3DH
Age guidance: 16+

Move, write, create, laugh… Dance 
choreographer/teacher Olivia Peers 
and poet/word artist Winston 
Plowes invite you to explore the rich 
world of movement and text, and 
the relationship between them, 
through this accessible and fun 
workshop. Originally developed with 
Huddersfield-based arts organisation 
HOOT for a mixed ability group, 
now open to all. Comfortable clothes 
recommended.

WORKSHOP: Children’s Sculpture Workshop 
Ted Hughes’ The Iron Man, with Mick Kirkby-Geddes
SATURDAY 10 MARCH
2pm-4pm, FREE but booking essential (20 places) 
Huddersfield Central Library, Princess Alexandra 
Walk HD1 2SU

A workshop to celebrate 50 years since the 
publication of the children’s classic The Iron 
Man by Ted Hughes. Participants will make 

their own ‘Iron Man’ model from recycled 
materials, with the help of local sculptor, 
Mick Kirkby-Geddes.

For ages five to 12; children must be 
accompanied by an adult 
(booking only required 
for children).

HLF at HTAFC	
SATURDAY 10 MARCH
Afternoon (before 3pm match kick off) 
FREE 
PPG Canalside Sports Complex, 509 
Leeds Road HD2 1YJ

Our local football team has been 
the pride of the town as the only 
Yorkshire side in the Premier League 
this season.

Bring the kids down to PPG Canalside 
before the home match against 
Swansea (3pm kickoff) and enjoy 
family-friendly activities (see our 
website www.huddifest.org.uk for 
full details).

WORKSHOP: Dialogue with 
Mark Illis 
SATURDAY 10 MARCH
2pm-4pm, £10 (£5 conc) (20 places) 
Room CSG/26, Charles Sikes 
Building, University of Huddersfield, 
Queensgate HD1 3DH
Age guidance: 16+

This enjoyable workshop explores 
how to make your dialogue 
distinctive, naturalistic and 
brimming with subtext. You’ll 
learn how to avoid all the common 
faults – and the value of silence, too. 
(Suitable for all levels) Mark Illis is 
the author of five novels, plus short 
stories, radio plays and TV dramas. 

WORKSHOP: Writing and 
Performing Street Poetry 
with Simon Widdop
SATURDAY 10 MARCH
2pm-4pm, £10 (£5 conc) (20 places) 
Room CSG/27, Charles Sikes 
Building, University of Huddersfield, 
Queensgate HD1 3DH
Age guidance: 16+

Street Poetry, Punk Poetry, call it 
what you want. All voices have the 
right to be heard and every voice 
is unique. Through this workshop, 
Simon will help you spur the little 
voice inside that wants to scream, 
shout and be counted. Suitable for all 
levels. Simon Widdop has performed 
at poetry nights and festivals; his 
debut collection is out in April 2018.   

Annapurna Indian Dance: 
Soldiers of the Empire
SATURDAY 10 MARCH
5.30pm (approx. running time 1hr 15 mins), 
£5 (£3 conc) 
St Paul’s Hall, University of Huddersfield, 
Queensgate HD1 3DH

In this exhilarating and moving dance, 
music and storytelling performance, 
Annapurna Indian Dance pays homage to 
the forgotten soldiers from undivided India, 
who fought for Britain during WWI. 

United in their mission to support the 
Allies’ war effort, more than a million 
Hindus, Sikhs, Muslims and Gurkhas fought on many fronts, earning over 9,200 
decorations, including 11 Victoria Crosses. More than 74,000 sacrificed their lives.

Here, the innovative Annapurna Indian Dance company explores the legacy of 
their contribution and brings their stories to life.  

Congratulations to 
Muhammad Amar, 
1st prize winner in our 
Iron Man children’s 
drawing competition.
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Poetry Slam, presented by Kieren King
SATURDAY 10 MARCH
8pm (approx. running time 2hrs), £5 (£3 conc) 
Small Seeds, 120 New Street, Castlegate HD1 2UD
Age guidance: 16+

If you know what a slam is, then you know what’s 
in store. If you don’t, then expect to be entertained, 
moved, lifted and transported by competitive poetry, 
as 10 amazing poets bring you everything in their 
arsenal to be crowned the HLF2018 Slam Champ. 

FILM: Hugo
SUNDAY 11 MARCH
11am for 11.30am screening (127 mins), £3 (£1.50 conc) 
(Entertainment Film, 2011, Cert U)  
Huddersfield Ukrainian Club, 7 Edgerton Road HD1 5RA

Dolly Shot Pop-Up Picture House presents the Oscar-
winning story of a 12-year-old orphan, clock keeper and 
thief, who lives in secret in a Parisian railway station 
in the 1930s. Directed by Martin Scorsese, the film is 
based on the book The Invention of Hugo Gabret by 
Brian Selznick. Bucks Fizz brunch will be available to 
purchase on the day.

This film will have subtitling to give deaf, deafened or 
hard of hearing audiences access to the event.

Memories of Childhood Reading 
With Lucy Mangan, Annabel Pitcher & Emily Drabble
SUNDAY 11 MARCH
2.30pm (approx. running time 2hrs, includes a break for 
refreshments), £5 (£3 conc)  
Mechanics Hall, Peel Street, Marsden HD7 6BW

What are your favourite memories of childhood reading? 
Which children’s stories have stayed with you and which books are inspiring 
young readers today?

In this special Mother’s Day event, Lucy Mangan, Annabel 
Pitcher and Emily Drabble talk about how books shape 
lives, open up new worlds and help children to understand 
this one.

Lucy Mangan is a writer for The Guardian and elsewhere, 
and a columnist with Stylist magazine; her new book, 
Bookworm: A Memoir of Childhood Reading, celebrates 
her favourite stories and characters from a childhood 
spent at libraries and bookshops.

Annabel Pitcher is the West-
Yorkshire based author of four Young 
Adult novels, including My Sister 
Lives on the Mantlepiece and latest, 
The Last Days of Archie Maxwell. 

Her work has won numerous awards and has been 
translated into 20 languages. 

Emily Drabble is Head of Children’s Book Promotion 
and Prizes at the reading for pleasure charity BookTrust, 
running awards and initiatives such as the Children’s 
Laureate.

Sponsored by
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TO ENTER: please send three videos of you performing 
your work to HLF2018PoetrySlam@gmail.com by 24 
February 2018 (see the HLF website for full details).

The winner will be awarded £50 in cash and a place 
in the Word War Four slam final in Manchester.

Hosted by Salford-based spoken word artist and 
reigning Great Northern Slam Champion Kieren King.
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Susan Dunne In Conversation 
with Heidi Dawson & Glint Open Day 	
TUESDAY 13 MARCH 

Glint Open Day: 1pm-2.30pm, FREE, 
Bolster Moor (booking required, full address on booking)	

Huddersfield-based social enterprise Glint uses Horse Assisted 
Development to support people and organisations in making positive changes. 
Find out more at a special Open Day at Glint’s premises at Bolster Moor. (Please 
note, this event will involve meeting horses but not riding; please wear outdoor 
clothes and boots suitable for a muddy environment).

Susan Dunne In Conversation with Heidi Dawson: 
3.30pm-4.30pm, £3 (£1.50 conc) includes refreshments  
Meeting Room 3, Town Hall, Corporation Street HD1 2TA

Join us for refreshments at Huddersfield Town Hall and a 
talk with Susan Dunne, author of A Pony in the Bedroom. 
While struggling with undiagnosed autism, Susan survived 
eating disorders, self-harm, homelessness, rape and assault, 

before writing her inspirational book. Susan 
will be interviewed by Heidi Dawson from 

Glint. Please note: this event is ticketed 
and can be attended independently of 
the Glint Open Day.

The afternoon is supported by One 17 Charitable Trust 
as part of our Events Around Autism strand.

Jeremy Vine, What I Learnt: What My Listeners Say – 
and Why We Should Take Notice
TUESDAY 13 MARCH
7.30pm (approx. running time 1hr + signing), £7 
(£5 conc) (allocated seating) 
Town Hall, Corporation Street HD1 2TA

Celebrated broadcaster and journalist, presenter of 
BBC1’s Eggheads, Points of View and the election 
graphics, and unforgettable competitor on Strictly 
Come Dancing 2015, Jeremy Vine lifts the lid on Britain 
today in an evening of chat, anecdotes and humour. 

As the presenter of the award-winning Jeremy Vine 
Show on Radio 2 since 2003, he calculates that he has 
taken more than 25,000 calls on topical subjects large 
and small: from life and love to lollipop ladies and 
poisonous plants. His listeners’ unvarnished and 
unspun opinions are discussed and dissected in his 
new memoir What I Learnt: What My Listeners 
Say – and Why We Should Take Notice – and now 
you can enjoy a live talk from the man himself. 

This event will have live subtitling by                      to 
give deaf, deafened or hard of hearing audiences 
access to the event. The event has allocated seating, 
we recommend you book seats in Rows G or H for 
the best view of the screen.

EXCLUSIVE EVENT FOR OUR SUPPORTERS
Later this year, we will be hosting a special one-off 
FREE event in Huddersfield, exclusively for those on our 
mailing list.

If you haven’t yet signed up, visit www.huddlitfest.org.uk 
and add your details to the box on the home page – it’s 
that easy! You will receive occasional newsletters and 
updates but we promise not to bombard you or sell 
on your details.

Sign up before midnight on 30 March 2018 and look 
out for further information in your inbox!

WORKSHOP: Bibliotherapy with Julie Walker
WEDNESDAY 14 MARCH 
4pm-5pm, FREE, booking required (20 places) 
Small Seeds, 120 New Street, Castlegate HD1 2UD

Bibliotherapy is a therapeutic process using extracts from poetry and literature 
to heal and promote good mental health. In this special taster session, 
practitioner Julie Walker of Words for Wellbeing will outline the 
benefits of bibliotherapy and demonstrate its principles.

Sponsored by
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Polari Up North
WEDNESDAY 14 MARCH 
7pm doors, 7.30pm Performance, 
£7 (£5 conc) 
Small Seeds, 120 New Street, Castlegate 
HD1 2UD
Age guidance: 16+

A hugely enjoyable evening of 
performance, and a Festival 
favourite, in a warm and welcoming 
atmosphere. Host Paul Burston 
presents the award-winning LGBT 
event with universal appeal. Eclectic, 
entertaining and often very funny – 
a not-to-be-missed event. 

This year’s performers:
Paul Burston – 

Our Polari host, 
the award-

winning 
journalist 
and novelist, 
reads from 
his critically 

acclaimed 
chilling 

domestic noir 
The Black Path. 

David McAlmont 
Gifted vocalist 
songwriter and 
essayist, best known 
for his collaboration 
with Bernard Butler 

on the hit single Yes, McAlmont 
has also worked with Courtney Pine 
and film score composers Craig 
Armstrong and David Arnold.

VG Lee Crazy hat lady, 
stand-up comedian 
and award-winning 
author of short stories 
and five novels, 
including Diary of a 

Provincial Lesbian and her latest, 
Mr Oliver’s Object of Desire.

Dean Wilson 
Described by The 
Guardian as “Every bit 
as brilliant as Larkin, 
but a million times 
funnier”, the self-

styled “Fourth Best Poet in Hull” has 
a new poetry collection Sometimes 
I’m So Happy I’m Not Safe on the 
Streets.

Sarah Stovell lives in 
Northumberland. Her 
debut psychological 
thriller, Exquisite, is 
set in the Lake District, 
and was called “the 

book of the summer” by the Sunday 
Times. Her next book, The Visit, will 
be out in June 2018. 

“Polari is a unique mix of 
voices that provokes the 
strongest responses from 
its audience – love, laughter, 
tears, but most of all, 
thought” Val McDermid

Open evening: Ashley Jackson Gallery 
THURSDAY 15 MARCH
6.30pm-8pm, FREE (booking required) 
3-15 Huddersfield Road, Holmfirth HD9 2JR

To celebrate the publication of The Yorkshire Artist: 
A Lifetime of Inspiration Captured in Watercolour, 
renowned artist Ashley Jackson is opening the doors 
of his gallery in Holmfirth for the evening. Come along 
for a celebratory drink, view the artwork and have your book signed by the artist. 

THURSDAY 15 MARCH
All events held at: Small Seeds, 120 New Street, Castlegate HD1 2UD

5.30pm-6.45pm Grist Competition Launch	
A special event to showcase previous Grist 
publications and unveil an exciting new competition 
theme for the latest Grist anthology, to be released in 
March 2019. Published by the University of Huddersfield 
Press, Grist publishes anthologies of the best new 
writing from around the world, celebrating the work of 
both accomplished and upcoming authors.

6.45pm-7.15pm Launch: Bloody, proud and murderous men, 
adulterers and enemies of God by Steve Ely	
This collection brings together Steve Ely’s recent poetry about violence, from 
war and gangland vendettas to the violence of children, ultimately finding hope 
in the potential of ordinary people to resist injustice and the coercive state. 

Steve Ely’s previous books of poetry include Oswald’s Book of Hours 
(nominated for the Forward Prize for Best First Collection and for the Ted 
Hughes Award), Englaland, Werewolf and Incendium Amoris.

7.15pm-8pm Launch: Ill Will by Michael Stewart 
Join us for the launch of Michael Stewart’s new novel Ill Will. After 
leaving Wuthering Heights, Heathcliff travels across the moors to 
Liverpool, saving a highwayman’s daughter on the way – in search 
of his past and the fortune that will eventually lead him back to 
Cathy. Michael Stewart is an award-winning novelist, short story 
writer, poet and stage/radio dramatist, and Head of Creative 
Writing at the University of Huddersfield.  

8pm Open Mic Night with Talking Zebras (Pay what you like on the night!)	  
Sit back and enjoy performances from Huddersfield’s Talking Zebras group, plus 
open mic slots in a friendly environment. No need to book – just turn up!Following the performance, we will be playing a few 

tunes, so please stay on for a boogie and a beer!
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Sir Patrick Stewart In Conversation 
with Nick Ahad 
FRIDAY 16 MARCH
7.30-9pm, £15 (£14 + £1 booking) fee) 
allocated seating 
Town Hall, Corporation Street HD1 2TA

Sir Patrick Stewart OBE is one of the world’s most 
gifted and best loved actors – and one of Yorkshire’s 
most famous sons. 

As well as a distinguished career as a stage actor, 
including many Shakespearean roles, he is known for his 
portrayals of Professor Charles Xavier in the X-Men series 
of movies and Captain Jean-Luc Picard in the TV series and 
movies of Star Trek: The Next Generation.

Born in Mirfield, Sir Patrick is a keen supporter of Huddersfield Town football 
club and Patron of the Huddersfield Literature Festival. We are thrilled to 
present this exclusive event in which he will be interviewed about his illustrious 

career and answer questions from the audience. 

Sir Patrick Stewart is also Patron of the 
national domestic violence charity 
Refuge (www.refuge.org.uk) and a 
donation of £1 will be made to the 
charity for every ticket sold. 

Nick Ahad has written for radio, 
TV, film and the theatre. He is also a print and 
broadcast journalist, and has a regular show on 
BBC Radio Leeds.

This event will have live subtitling by                       to 
give deaf, deafened or hard of hearing 

audiences access to the event. The 
event has allocated seating, we 

recommend you book seats 
in Rows G or H for the best 
view of the screen.

Please note, each 
transaction will be limited 
to four tickets. This event 
is subject to Sir Patrick’s 
availability on the date.

Dine With Crime:
Linda Green, Liz Mistry & Cath Staincliffe
SATURDAY 17 MARCH
12.30-2pm, £10 (£8 conc) ticket includes homemade soup and 
sandwiches, plus hot drinks (cake available to purchase on the day). 
Café Ollo, The Media Centre, 7 Northumberland Street HD1 1RL

It would be criminal to miss our first ever Crime Lunch, 
where you can enjoy murderously good food and talks 
from three arresting crime writers!

Linda Green is the author of eight novels, 
most recently the psychological thrillers 
While My Eyes Were Closed, a no 1 
bestseller in ebook, and After I’m Gone.

Liz Mistry is the author of the gritty 
Bradford-based DI Gus McGuire thrillers, 
Unquiet Souls, Uncoiled Lies and 
Untainted Blood.

Cath Staincliffe is an award-winning 
novelist, radio playwright and creator of 
ITV’s hit series Blue Murder; she also writes 
the Scott & Bailey books based on the 
popular ITV series. Her latest novel is 
The Girl in the Green Dress.

WORKSHOP: Creating Suspense 
with Liz Mistry
SATURDAY 17 MARCH	  
2pm-4pm, £10 (£5 conc) (20 places) 
The Media Centre, 7 Northumberland Street 
HD1 1RL

This workshop will target ways of creating 
suspense in your writing through a series 
of practical writing exercises. The emphasis 
will be on the crime fiction genre but many 
of the tools used to create suspense can 
be used in other genres. Suitable for any 
level of writer. Come along and have your 
creativity unleashed!



www.huddlitfest.org.uk 2120 #HLF2018 What if we stop just for a moment... And recognise how

WORKSHOP: Writing voice-driven fiction with Clare Fisher
SATURDAY 17 MARCH	  
2pm-4pm, £10 (£5 conc) (20 places) 
The Media Centre, 7 Northumberland Street HD1 1RL

This workshop with novelist (All the Good Things) and 
short story writer Clare Fisher will show you how to find 
and use your voice to create engaging and original 
fiction. Through a range of short readings and interactive 
exercises, you will explore how to grow characters, 
situations and whole plots from voice. 

Open to writers of all levels. 

Fables & Fiction Cosplay Ball
SATURDAY 17 MARCH
4pm-8pm, £8 (couples ticket £15; 
child ticket (10 and under) £4) 
plus 50p booking fee (Visitors 
12 years and younger must be 
accompanied by a paying adult)
Oastler Building, University of 
Huddersfield, Queensgate 
HD1 3DH

The royal King & Queen humbly 
invite you to the first ever 
Fables & Fiction Cosplay Ball. 
An evening of dancing, food 
and fun for all ages.

The ball is in celebration of all the 
fictional characters of literature, 
manga, comics, animation and 
film. Present yourself as your 
favourite character, self-creation 
or in your best outfit.
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on Helen Pankhurst In Conversation – 
with Joanne Harris
SATURDAY 17 MARCH
5pm-6pm, £5 (£3 conc) 
Huddersfield Central Library, Princess 
Alexandra Walk HD1 2SU

To mark the 100th anniversary of voting rights for women 
(over 30 and who owned property), the award-winning 
author Joanne Harris will talk to Helen Pankhurst, the 
great-granddaughter of suffragette leader Emmeline 
Pankhurst and a leading women’s rights campaigner in 
her own right. 

Helen’s new book, Deeds Not Words, charts how 
women’s lives have changed over the past century 
and offers a powerful and positive argument for the 
way forward. 

Followed by…
Joanne Harris In Conversation –  
with David Barnett
SATURDAY 17 MARCH
7pm-8pm, £5 (£3 conc),  
Huddersfield Central Library, Princess 
Alexandra Walk HD1 2SU

The internationally bestselling author Joanne Harris 
chats to journalist and author David Barnett about 
her latest publications. Originally written in short 
form as a #Storytime live Twitter story, 
A Pocketful of Crows is a dark and magical 
story of love jealousy and revenge. 

Joanne will also talk about her love of Norse 
mythology and how it inspired her fantasy 
novels, including The Testament of Loki, due 
out later in 2018.

Book both events for £8 (£5 conc)

Sponsored by
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10 x 10 Poetry Cabaret
SATURDAY 17 MARCH
9pm (running time approx. 2hrs), £5 (£3 conc)  
Northern Quarter, 27-30 Wood Street HD1 1DU
Age guidance: 16+

Ten of the best and most exciting poets and 
spoken word artists in Yorkshire will take the mic 
for 10 minutes each in this word-packed cabaret. 
Hosted by Huddersfield’s adopted Canadian poet 
Rose Condo, this cabaret promises to be a rich and 
riveting poetic spectacular. 

Featuring Henna Can, Rose Condo, Hannah Davies, Rosa Lucy, Lisa Luxx, Laura 
Potts, Maria Stephenson, Sez Thomasin, Simon Widdop and Judith Wilson.  

For accessibility details, please contact the venue on 07920 012684.

Literary Afternoon Tea With 
Tim Dowling & Vaseem Khan
SUNDAY 18 MARCH 
3pm-5pm, £15 (£12 conc) 
Huddersfield Golf Club, Fixby Hall, 
Lightridge Road HD2 2EP

Enjoy a delicious afternoon tea in the 
beautiful setting of Fixby Hall, with talks 
from two special guests Tim Dowling and 
Vaseem Khan.

Tim Dowling is one of the UK’s best-loved journalists. Inspired 
by his popular column in the Guardian, his latest book, Dad 
You Suck, documents family life candidly and with dry humour. 
With parenting skills described as half way between Atticus 
Finch and Homer Simpson, he concludes: “Maybe I’m here to 
teach my sons that self-esteem comes and goes.” 

Vaseem Khan works in the Department of Security and Crime 
Science at University College London, where he is astonished 
daily by the way modern science helps tackle crime. In the 
latest of his four Baby Ganesh Detective Agency novels 
– The Strange Disappearance of a Bollywood 
Star – Inspector Chopra and sidekick baby 
elephant Ganesha are hired to find a 
missing playboy film star.

HLF2018 Wrap Party 
With DJ sets from 
Simon Armitage & special 
guest Stuart Maconie

SUNDAY 18 MARCH
7pm-10pm, FREE 

The Taproom, Magic Rock 
Brewing, Willow Park 
Business Centre, Willow 
Lane HD1 5EB

Join us at Magic Rock 
Tap for drink-sinking 

and disc-spinning, where 
Simon Armitage will be 

joined by 6 Music 
DJ, author and 
broadcaster Stuart 
Maconie.

Then follow us 
along the street to:
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Simon Armitage – 
The Unaccompanied: 
Back Where It All Began 
Book launch and reading
SUNDAY 18 MARCH
5pm-7pm, £5 (ticket includes a drink) 
Vinyl Tap, 42 John William Street HD1 1ER
NOTE: This event has limited numbers, 
tickets available from https://
theunaccompanied.eventbrite.
co.uk For accessibility details, 
please contact the venue on 
01484 517720.

In the self-same room where 
Simon Armitage once worked 
as a supermarket shelf-stacker 
– now the basement of Vinyl Tap 
– the poet launches the paperback 
of his latest book of poems, as well as 
musing on his various flirtations with 
the world of rock and pop music.

© Nirupama Khan
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BOOKING AND OTHER INFO
To book your tickets, visit our 
website www.huddlitfest.org.uk 

Most tickets can also be purchased from 
Waterstones, Kingsgate Centre, HD1 2QB 
(01484 430 701)

Information on Access Guides and Festival 
policies can also be found on our website.

Town Hall events can be booked through 
the Kirklees Town Halls booking system. 

For more information about studying, 
visit: www.hud.ac.uk/courses

Please note: While we aim to present the 
events as detailed in this brochure, the 
Festival reserves the right to make changes if 
necessary. To find out the latest updates, sign 
up to our mailing list, bit.ly/SignUpHLFNews 
check on our website or call 01484 951108.

www.huddlitfest.org.uk

General information: 
01484 951108

www.huddlitfest.org.uk
      @Hudd_Lit_Fest

     HuddersfieldLiteratureFestival

#HLF2018


